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Rev. David L.° Peters,
“Pastor

Ourn parish hinges on the two commandments of Jesus:

U

/

Love o4 God and Love 0§ nesghbor. ALL who gollow
Jesus ane called to £4Lve out these two commandments
(n thein daily Lives. 1 welcome and offgern Lhis
publication as a means to undite our pardishionens,
mindstries and organdzations An our efgonts Lo do

God's wonrk.

I tnvite you Lo neview these pages wath the Love 04
God and nedighbor in mind and with a view to renewing
our community by continued devotion Lo oun parsish and
one anothen.

In Chnaist and Mary,

A pthar et

Rev. Davad L. Petens
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Steve Kerchner
Executive Manager

Contained in the 1983 Code of Canon Law, Canon 515 defines a
parish as a "definite community of the Christian faithful
which is established on the stable basis within a particular
church". The following pages are composed of our most
precious resource, YOU, our faithful, those who make up our
parish community.

It is our hope this directory will be used as a tool -- oOne
we may use to further build community and social unity within
our congregation. As we near the 150th anniversary of the
laying of our first church's cornerstone, let us use this
work as a cornerstone 1in rebuilding our acquaintances,
renewing our faith, and sharing our time and talents with our
parish and with each other.

It would be impossible to thank all the wonderful people who
worked so hard to make this book possible. Many tireless
hours were spent doing the innumerable tasks necessary for
this publication to go to print. We commend all of you, for

without your ceaseless efforts, this reality would only be a
dream.

Sincerely,

Qs 1C < rchner
Executive Manager
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Barb Kuhl Marguerite Wiegand
Parish Secretary Bookkeeper

Kim Klaus Debbie Kampwerth
Weekend Secretary Evening Secretary
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Rose Mersinger Mary Thole
Principal School Secretary

Georgia Hogg, Cafeteria

Bess Koishor, Cafeteria

Leona Marti, Cafeteria

Diane Boeser, Cafeteria Manager

' Roy Marti. Leona Marti Dave Knebel
Maintenance Superintendent Custodian Maintenance/Custodian
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Sister Vera Marie Weber, S.S.N.D. Connie Knebel Karen Belz
Minister to the Elderly Coordinator of Youth Minister
Religious Education

Mary Lou Meridith Bill Bust R. J. (Sam) Schwarztrauber
Coordinator of Liturgy Minister of Music Choir Director
& Procurator/Advocate
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Supplying  [eadership.

Pastoral Council

Justice & Peace Committee

130 & 0 T TR

Property Committee
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St. Paul
School Board

Host Ministry

Parish Social
Committee
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Liturgy Committee
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Adult Choir

Children’s Choir

Folk Group
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ST. PAUL IGHLAND, ILL.
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HISTORY OF ST. PAUL CHURCH

June 17, 1673 - Jesuit Marquette and explorer Joliet reached Mississippi
River.

1804 - First settlers came to area.

1818 - I11inois becomes a state - now possible to legally own land.

1830 - Around 25 families located in Highland area.

1835 - 1845 - Missionary priests celebrated Mass in homes of Johannes (John)
Frey, Sr., V. Kreuzer, and Mrs. H. Pfeffer.

1837 - City of Highland established.

May 1, 1844 - Cornerstone of first St. Paul Church laid by Fr. James Cating, a
Jesuit from St. Louis.

1846 - First Mass celebrated by Rev. Joseph Kunster, 0.F.M.

1851 - Asiatic cholera epidemic hit Highland area killing several people. The
Catholic cemetery was started on 40 acres of land purchased for Catholics in

Highland area by Fr. Maragna of Germantown. First pastor arrives - Fr. Paul
Limacher.

1853 - Two lots donated by Solomon Koepfli as a site for a new Church.
Building of second Church began.

1856 - 01d Church remodeled into school house.

1857 - Built first rectory (site of present rectory). The Alton Diocese
established - prior to this, Highland was a part of Diocese of Chicago.

May, 1861 - Dedication of second Church and confirmation of a class of 75 by
Bishop Henry Damien Juncker.

1863 - Fr. Bartels is transferred. No regular services.

1866 - The first School Sisters of Notre Dame arrived. On November 1, the
Academy (called St. Scholastica) and convent was finished.

September 7, 1867 - Sister Pacifica Zeis, first superior, and Sister M.

Raineria Schemmer were appointed by Mother M. Caroline to open St. Paul
School.

1874 - Father L.M. Oberprantacher appointed pastor.
1875 - Father Joseph Meckel appointed pastor.

1878 - St. Joseph Hospital established by Fr. Meckel.
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January 24, 1892 - As a result of a fire at the hospital, the convent was
temporarily used as a hospital.

1896 - Fr. Joseph Meckel wrote a 50-year history of the parish. Fr. August
Schlegel appointed pastor and sold the hospital to the Franciscan Sisters.

1903 - Fr. Schlegel died and was buried in St. Joseph's Cemetery.

November 25, 1903 - Fr. Ferdinand Stick appointed pastor.

1911 - Fr. John Grampke appointed administrator.

August 20, 1914 - Fr. Stick died and was buried in St. Joseph's Cemetery.

1919 - Fr. Joseph DeChene appointed pastor.

January 7, 1921 - Fire in Church sanctuary.

First Friday - June, 1921 - Lightning struck steeple causing fire.

1923 - 01d convent built.
1924 - School remodeled by Fr. DeChene.

September 11, 1927 - Fr. August Hohl appointed pastor.

April 17, 1928 - Fr. Joseph DeChene died and buried in St. Joseph Cemetery.
Four-year High School begun by Fr. Hohl and Fr. Alphonse Bertman.

April 17, 1930 - Ordination of Gerald Wiegand at St. Paul.

June 12, 1930 - First class graduated from St. Paul High School.

1931 - Completion of present rectory.

1938 - Sister M. Paulissa became first sister to serve as principal of St.
Paul's High School.

1939 - Fr. Henry Knoedler appointed assistant pastor.
1941 - New High School and Parish Hall dedicated.

1942 - Father John Ratchford celebrates his first Mass. Fr. Hohl died on
December 20th.

January 8, 1943 - Fr. Whalen came to St. Paul.

October 8, 1944 - Celebration of Centennial year for parish.

1947 - Fr. James Gutzler celebrated his first Mass and Fr. Whalen celebrated
his Jubliee.

54632



October 12, 1952 - Dedication of Third Church (present Church).

1955 - Three lots purchased and one lot donated by Mr. & Mrs. Carl Basler for
new grade school site.

Easter - 1957 - Construction and dedication of new Grade School.

1967 - Renovation of part of Schott building for classrooms. Celebration of
centennial of School Sisters of Notre Dame in Highland.

January 28, 1968 - Msgr. Whalen celebrated 25 years at St. Paul's Parish.

1970 - Msgr. Lawrence H. Wiskirchen appointed pastor. First Kirchenfest held.

1975 - Present Church renovated by Msqr. Wiskirchen.

November 27, 1977 - Msgr. William B. Whalen died.

May 3, 1981 - Msgr. Lawrence Wiskirchen died.

June, 1981 - Fr. Martin Mangan appointed pastor.

January, 1984 - Support of adopted parish in Haiti began.

May 30, 1986 - Last class graduated from St. Paul High School.

December, 1986 - Fr. Mangan transferred.

January 13, 1987 - Fr. David L. Peters appointed as pastor.

May, 1988 - Fr. Peters celebrated 30th Anniversary.

June, 1988 - 01d convent raised.

May 21, 1989 - Msgr. Henry Knoedler (retired) celebrated 50th Anniversary.

September, 1989 - Fr. Cineus, Pastor of our Adopted Parish in Haiti visited.

December, 1989 - Painting of Church began. Fr. James Gutzler died.

July, 1990 - Sr. Vera Marie Weber appointed as Minister to the Elderly.

Spring, 1990 - Painting of Church completed.

February 18, 1991 - Mr. Stephen C. Kerchner assumed position as the first
Parish Executive Manager.

July, 1991 - Connie Knebel named Religious Education Coordinator.

August, 1991 - Karen Belz named Youth Minister.

September, 1991 - Training began for Neighborhood "HOST" Ministry











































































































































































































































































































































