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Be transformed by the rengwing of your minds. Romans 12:2a



>MOTal FUionc Lioral'y
1001 9th Street
Highland, IL 62249

Our Mission otatgment

Evangelical United Church of Christ is a Christian community called to share
God’s love for all people through the Good News of Jesus Christ.

2520 Poplar
Highland, lllinois 62249

JPh. 618-654-7459

WWW.ZVUCE.Org

Traditional Worship @ 8:00
Contegmporary Worship @ 9:30
dunday ochool at 9:30 bgginning in the anctuary
Opgn Communion (st Sunday of gach month

Narsery Carg with pgrsonngl traingd in the chureh’s
Safe Child Policy

Pecember 2009



5 _ ~\ Evangelical United Church of Christ is a growing community of faith
serving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe in extravagant welcome and
want those who visit us to feel as if they truly belong. Jesus welcomed
everyone, saints as well as sinners and he loved them. We are called
to do the same. To be a people who truly take the time to get to know
and love one another in our strengths and in our weaknesses. We have
a strong history at Evangelical United Church of Christ of serving this
community for many, many years. Knowing where we have come from
empowers us to continue to reach out to those around us. as Jesus would
have us do.

Our church directory is a positive way to help us to continue to get to
know one another. The directory pages give a glimpse of who we are,
where we have been, and where we are going. It reminds us of the
covenant we share, as we do so many things together to build up the
Kingdom of God.

[t is my privilege and honor to serve this church as its senior pastor.
My hope and prayer is we all remember that we are called to serve and
worship Jesus Christ, our Savior who can make all things possible. May
we as a people of faith continue to recognize it is Jesus who empowers
us to reach out to our community, and truly welcome those who are in
need of his love.

Pastor Chris Hill, Senior Pastor

Over the years, I've come up with a few core principles which are very
dear to my heart. First: loving and serving God means loving and serving
God’s people. Faith is both an intellectual reasoning and a pragmatic
action. Second: give credit where credit is due. God is all around us at
all times. Honoring and praising God on the mountain tops and in the
valleys alike help us to remember that the Triune God is alive and active
in our daily routines. Third: let’s get over ourselves. On the one hand,
each and every person is dearly cherished in Christ’s eyes and can be
used to be the Spirit’s hand and feet. On the other hand, I believe pride
to be the number one reason our spiritual journeys become hindered in
this day and age.

We work hard at EVUCC to love people where they are now and where
they’ve come from, to bring them into closer relationship with Christ.
Jesus does not call us to judge, instead He calls us to love and serve
at every age, in every job, through every word and deed. We are all
ministers of God and each one of us has unique gifts to bring to the
Kingdom. All are joyously welcomed and invited on this adventure we
call following Christ.

Pastor Will VerDuin. Associate Pastor

Po nothing from selfish ambition or concgit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves. Philippians 2:3
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Lisa Neal
Choir Director
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Wee Care Day Care
Associate Director
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The
Consistory

Where there is no wise guidaneg, the nation falls, bat in the
multitude of counselors there is victory. Proverbs 11:14
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Our tlistory

The Evangelical United Church of Christ had its beginning in 1840 when a young itinerant minister, Rev. Joseph
Rieger came to lead the German speaking people of the area in worship and sacrament. In 1843 they constructed a
stone building that was used as a place of worship on Sunday and as a school during the week. In 1850, according to
church records, they “perfected the organization of the church” and chose as their name Allgemeine Christliche Kirche
(a church for all Christian people).

The membership of the church increased and in 1878 a new building was erected on the property. A number of church
organizations were begun, including “Eintracht™ (the choir) and “Frauen-Verein” (the Women’s Guild). In 1896.
through the vision and efforts of this group of women, the Highland Home was born. It was at first church sponsored
but 1s now a community home.

Membership continued to increase and church activities expanded. The congregation held a week long celebration in
1940 (Oct 27-Nov 3) to commemorate the centennial of the church.

A new church building was erected at 2520 Poplar St. and was dedicated to the service of God on July 28, 1963. The
Good Shepherd windows, lectern, pews, and part of the 1911 organ from the old church were moved to the chapel in
the new building. Other parts of the original organ were used in the larger organ that Wicks built for the sanctuary. The
sanctuary has a seating capacity of 550. There are 17 classrooms and a large social hall. Early in 1965, a free standing

o
bell tower was constructed to accommodate the beautiful bells that had hung in the belfry of the church since 1880.

About this time the church began to broadcast the worship service on a local radio station for the sick and shut-ins. as
well as countless others. ‘

The Peppermint Preschool was started in the church in 1971, to help prepare young children for school. It is still
serving the community.

[n 1973 the hand bell choirs were organized and continue to enrich the worship services.

During this period approximately 65 lay people were asked to serve on church boards to assist the Consistory in
governing the church. Today there are eight boards and five committees serving under the Consistory.

In the late 70’s the Mission Board began what has become the Highland Area Christian Service Ministry (food pantry),
in a closet in narthex of the church.

In 1978 the congregation provided the seed money for a non-profit corporation, purchasing a nursing home and 20
acres of adjacent land. The Faith Countryside Homes; apartment complex and condominiums have been built on that
property. And a new nursing facility, Alzheimer unit, and assisted living facility was opened in 2003.

In January, 1990 the Wee Care Day Care program became operational. It was designed for families whose parents
work and require alternative care for their young children.

A tornado did considerable damage to the roof of the church in the spring of 2006. While repairing the damage, the
congregation decided to make substantial improvements to the building and install a large new audio-visual system.

The Rev. Christopher Hill became the 28th pastor of the congregation in March, 2008. and Rev. Will VerDuin was
called as Associate Pastor in October, 2009.

We look back with thanksgiving for the many blessings received and are indebted to the pastors and teachers who have

so faithfully served our congregation, and to the loyal members who have given so freely of their time, talent, and
financial support. |
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Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the lsOR®

lookgth on the heart. [ Samagl 16:7
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1 chuareh of gxtravagant welcome

logt us worship and bow down: Igt us knggel before
the LORP our maker. Psalm 95:6
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Praisg him with music

Choir

\_3 1/ @& ' | e
Bell Choir

O sing to thg LORP a ngw song;
sing to theg LORP, all the carth. Psalm 96:1
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ding and regjoice

-

logt gvergthing that hath breath praise the ISOR®,
Praisg ye the LORD. Psalm 150:6
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Tigaven and ¢arth shall pass awag:

but my words shall not pass away. louke 21:33
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logt the childregn come to me
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Thou shalt lovg the LOR® thy God with all thy heart,

and with all thy soul. Matthew 22:37
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Jr. ligh Youth
Being Christ’s hands and feet
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Indeed, the word of GOP is living and active, sharper

than any double-edged sword. Hebrews 4:12a
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or. tigh Youth

-We take fun seriously.

The IsOR®P is my strength and my shigld:
my heart trusted in Him. Psalm 28:7
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S¢rving Christ through Missions

Go and makg disciplegs of all nations, baptizing them in thg name
of the PATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT. Matthew 28:19
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Women’s Guild & Quilters

always in servieg to others
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The LOR®D is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The LORP
is the stregngth of my life; of whom shall | bg afraid. Psalm 27:1
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