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EVANGELICAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

2520 Poplar Street * Highland, Illinois 62249
(618) 654-7459

REV. DR. THOMAS G. DREWER

Senior Pastor

REV. SUSAN P. SICKELKA

Associate Pastor
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A Word from our Ministers . . .

Reverend Doctor Thomas G. Drewer
SENIOR PASTOR

Reverend Susan P. Sickelka
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Evangelical United Church of Christ
2520 Poplar Street » Highland, Illinois 62249
618/654-7459
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Our Staff

Dawn Mriscin
WEE CARE DAY CARE DIRECTOR

Diane Driemeyer
OFFICE SECRETARY

Donna Hess
FINANCE SECRETARY

Darlene Nagel
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ASSISTANT

Charles Rann
MusiC DIRECTOR

Joan Schuetz
ORGANIST

Sandy & Terry Dyer

CUSTODIANS

Ernie Lange
CUSTODIAN
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History of Evangelical United Church

Since 1840 Evangelical Church has been a presence in the Highland
community. In that year Rev. Joseph Rieger arrived to lead the German
speaking people of the area in worship and sacrament. Rev. Rieger helped
to found a number of churches in Missouri and lllinois. In that same year
he was instrumental in calling a meeting which founded the Evangelical
Synod.

The Basel Missionary Society of Switzerland sent 158 ministers to
the “New World” to serve among the German-Swiss immigrants
on the frontier. Rev. Joseph Rieger was one of the first two to
begin this ministry. He did much to get the congregation
organized and connected to the Evangelical Synod. In May,
1843, the congregation began the construction of its first
building. This building was used as a place of worship and as

a parochial school.

On Easter Sunday 1867, the Rev. Jobn Metelmann, the thirteenth pastor of the
congregation, began his pastorate and remained for twelve years. Following
him was the Rev. R. Rentschler, who served eight years. During Rentschler’s
term, many of the church organizations had their beginnings. One was
the church choir, another was the Ladies Aid Society, now called the
Women's Guild. This group of women realized that a home for the aged
should become a reality. From this vision and through their efforts
materialized the Highland Home. The membership of the church also
increased, and in 1878, a second church building was erected on the
same site as the first (church).

Due to the efforts and leadership of Rev. C.E.
Miche, who assumed the pastorate in 1916,
plans were made in 1920 to remodel the church
building and erect a Sunday School addition. Ground was broken on
April 13, 1921, and the remodeled structure was dedicated to the service
of God on November 6, 1921.

In 1929, the church became a member of the Evangelical Synod of
North America.

On October 1, 1931, the Rev. Otto C. Bassler became the pastor, and
proved to be an excellent successor. Under bis pastorate, membership
continued to increase and church activities expanded. Both Rev. and
Mrs. Bassler were active in youth work, organizing the Malico and Lawolo Fellowsh ips and the
Joy Club. Summer daily Vacation Bible School was started at this time.
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In 1934, the Evangelical Synod of North America and the Reformed
Church in the U.S. entered into a merger and became the Evangelical
and Reformed Church, which made the church part of a larger body.
Again, the name of the Church was changed and it became known
as the “E & R” Church.

Because of the increased membership, plans were made in

1934 to further enlarge the building. A large addition on the east side of the “l""
building was then erected. This wing contained a chapel, Sunday School ______l
rooms, and a large basement dining hall. {’"—'ﬁ|
Dedication of the church addition was held on May 5, 1935. PRI e :

It was during Rev. Bassler’s pastorate that the congregation
celebrated the centennial of the church on October 27th to
November 3, 1940.

After a long courtship, the Evangelical and Reformed
Church and the Congregational Christian Churches R X
became the United Church of Christ in the summer of -—W' T R
19) 7 S S J ‘o

In August 1957, Pastor Victor H. Schoen became the church’s new pastor. Pastor Schoen was
involved in many church and community activities. With the efforts of many members of the
congregation and the untiring guidance of Pastor Schoen, a new building was erected at 2520
Poplar St. on a seven acre site. The cornerstone laying services were held on September 16, 1962,
and the dedication services on July 28, 1963. The church had a seating capacity of 550, with 17
classrooms and a large fellowship hall.

On February 23, 1975, a call was extended to Rev. Dr. Kenneth O. Mesle to become the senior
pastor. Under Dr. Mesle’s and a group of church members’ leadership, the Faith Countryside
Homes was started. A nursing home and 20 acres of adjacent land were purchased. The FCH
apartment complex was built in 1981-1983, consisting of 84 apartments and a Senior Citizen's
Social Center.

In February, 1987, the Rev. Keith Karau became the senior pastor. He served the congregation
until September of 1994. In January, 1990, another “branch” of EVUCC (Wee Care Day Care)
became operational. The program was designed for families whose parents work and require an
alternative care for their young children.

The Rev. Susan Sickelka became the associate pastor of Evangelical Church in 1989, and in
October, 1999, celebrated her 10th anniversary.

In 1960, the Rev. Dr. Thomas G. Drewer became the 27th senior citizen pastor of the congregation.

Today the Evangelical United Church of Christ of Highland, Illinois, looks forward to celebrating
its 160th Anniversary in the year 2000.
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A Church for all Generations . .

We celebrate that our congregation welcomes
people in every stage of their lives. Pictured at right is
Ella Zobrist, our oldest member... 105/
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Music Ministry . . .

Kinder Choir
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Volunteers are the Heart

Volunteers are what make things happen.
Whether is it gardening, painting, radio broadcasts,
choirs, artwork, Sunday School, or belping in the
office, volunteers make possible all the ministries
and programs of the church!
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of the Church
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Our Sunday School Program




for | all vages

Sunday School provides active
learning opportunities for everyone.
Classes stretch from 3 year olds to
adults. A teaching staff of nearly 30
dedicated volunteers bring the
teachings of Jesus alive in ways that
change lives.

-~
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Outdoor Fall
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Our annual outdoor service is beld in early
September, as we celebrate our faith in God.
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Our Youth are

Our Senior Highs are
active in service. Through
their activities they have
raised funds for hunger and
housing programs throughoutt
the area and internationally.
Also, through the generosity of
donors, two scholarships are
awarded each year to
graduating seniors.

14
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Fellowship ...

Education ...,
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