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HISTORY OF EVANGELICAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

In 1839 religious services were held in a school-
house on what was known as "Methodist Hill", the
northwest corner or 13th and Zschokke streets. In
1840, a circuit-riding pastor, Joseph Rieger arrived to
lead the German speaking people in worship and
sarcrament. Like other missionary pastors in the area,
he helped to found a number of churches in Missouri
and Illinois. In that same year he was instrumental in
calling a meeting which began the Evangelical Synod.

His story and ours is very interesting because New
England Congregationalists from Connecticut had
asked the Basel Missionary Society to send missionar-
ies to serve among the German-Swiss immigrants on
the frontier. Joseph Rieger was one of the first two of
158 who eventually came to America. Arriving in
1836, he spent time establishing contacts in New York
with American Home Missionary Society and the
American Board for Foreign Missions, predecessors
to our United Church Board for Homeland and World
Ministries.

Today the United Church of Christ combines the
Evangelical Synod and those early New England Con-
gregationalist, who brought them to us.

In May 1843, the people of the community decided
to construct a building on lots 8, 9, and 10 in block 4
presently 1013 Ninth St. This limestone building (20'
x 40') was used by the church on Sundays and by the
school the remainder of the week. Because of the large
debt incurred ($25.00) and the inability to raise the
needed funds, the building was sold to the school. The
school kept it only for a few months, and in 1850
deeded it back to the church. The church was named
the "German Evangelical Church" and later, around
1850, renamed the "Allgemeine Christiche Kirche" (a
church of all denominations).

On Easter Sunday 1867, the Rev. John Metelmann,
the thirteenth pastor of the congregation, began his
pastorate and remained for twelve years. Following
him was the Rev. R. Rentschler, who served eight
years. During Rentschler's term, many of the church
organizations had their beginnings. One was the
church choir, another was the Ladies Aid Society, now
called the Women's Guild. This was the group of
women who realized that a home for the aged should
become a reality. From this vision and through their
efforts materialized the Highland Home. The mem-
bership ofthe church also increased, and 1878 a second
church building was erected on the same site as the first
church.

Due to the efforts and leadership of Rev. C. E.
Miche, who assumed the pastorate in 1916, plans
were made in 1920 to remodel the church building
and erect a Bible School addition. Ground was
broken on April 13, 1921, and the remodeled struc-
ture was dedicated to the service of God on Novem-
ber 6, 1921.

In 1929, the church became a member of the
Evangelical Synod of North America.

On October 1, 1931, the Rev. Otto C. Bassler
became the pastor, and proved to an excellent succes-
sor. Under his pastorate, membership continued to
increase and church activities expanded. Both Rev.
& Mrs. Bassler were active in youth work, organizing
the Malico and Lawolo Fellowships and the Joy Club.
Summer daily vacation Bible School was started at
this time.

In 1934, the Evangelical Synod of North America
and the Reformed Church in the U. S. entered into a
merger and became the Evangelical and Reformed
Church, which made our church a part of a larger
body. Againthe name of the Church was changed and
we became the "E & R" Church.

Because of increased membership, plans were
made in 1934 to further enlarge the building. A large
addition on the east side of the building was then
erected. This wing contained a chapel, Bible School
rooms, and a large basement dining hall. Dedication
of the church was held on May 5, 1935.

It was during Rev. Bassler's pastorate that the
congregation celebrated the centennial of the Church
on October 27th to November 3, 1940.

In February 1946, the Rev. Fred Allrich family
moved into the parsonage. Pastor Allrich took part in
many of the Synod appointments to committees and
commitments and served one year as President of the
South Illinois Synod. Rev. Allrich was instrumental
in supporting the plans for the Hitz Memorial Home
and the New Athens Home.

In 1952, the church purchased the property on the
corner of Eighth and Pine Streets and erected a
parsonage there. The old parsonage adjacent to the
church was used for Sunday School classrooms. In
March of 1957, Pastor Allrich resigned and preached
his farewell sermon on June 1, 1957.

After a long courtship, the Evangelical And Re-
formed Church and the Congregational Christian
Churches became the United Church of Christ in the
summer of 1957.

In August 1957, Pastor Victor H. Schoen became
the church's new pastor. Pastor Schoen was involved
inmany church and community activities, in 1960, he
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instituted the Dial-A-Devotion program, which is
still being continued.

Through the untiring efforts and guidance of Pas-
tor Schoen, plus the work of many members of the
congregation, a new building was erected at 2406
Poplar St. on a seven acre site. The cornerstone
laying services were held on September 16, 1962 and
the dedication services on July 28, 1963. The church
had a seating capacity of 550, with 17 classrooms and
a large social hall.

In 1961, the church secured the services of Rev.
Victor E. Langhorst as associate pastor.

A new parsonage was built on the church property
in April 1964.

Early in 1965, a free standing bell tower was

constructed, especially built to accommodate the -

beautiful bells that had hung since 1880 in the belfry
of the 1878 church.

In the fall of 1965, the 125th anniversary of our
formal legal organization as a church was celebrated.

In 1968, Rev. Wayne Hoffman, accepted a call to
our congregation and became our first Minister of
Christian Education. He worked with the Youth
Fellowship and the Church School, resigning in 1970.

In August 1971, Pastor Joseph Betsch and family
moved to Highland to assume the responsibility of
Minister of Christian Education.

Pastor Schoen ended his ministry in 1974, preach-
ing his last sermon on October 27, 1974, the Rev.
Glenn Martensen agreed to serve as Interim Pastor
until June 1975.

On February 23, 1975, a call was extended to Rev.
Kenneth O. Mesle to become our senior pastor.
Under Dr. Mesle's and a small group of church
members' leadership, the Faith Countryside Homes
was started. A nursing home and 20 acres of adjacent
land were purchased. The FCH apartment complex
was built in 1981 - 1983 consisting of 84 apartments
and a Senior Citizen's Social Center.

From December 1983 to December 1992, the
Pathfinders Sunday School Class has held a
"Bethlehem Revisited". The social hall is trans-
formed into the marketplace of Bethlehem at the time
of Christ's birth.

Rev. Richard Schiemann joined the staff as Assis-
tant Pastor from 1981 - 1983. During the period of
1983 - 1985, Pastor George Schuette served as Assis-
tant Pastor.

The Rev. Gerald Brown, Administrator of FCH
was hired to assist the pastor in a part-time capacity
and he served the church in 1986 and 1987. Pastor
Mesle resigned in February 23, 1986.
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Rev. Keith Karau became the 26th pastor of our
congregation in January 1987. During the period, the
chancel renovation was completed with included
new emergency exit doors. a new open platform
design, new carpeting, and a new sound system.
Memorials provided a new pulpit, lectern, choir rail,
and chairs for the choir and pastors.

On July 31, 1988, the 25th anniversary of the
building of the church was celebrated with guest
speaker, Rev. Schoen and his family participating.

Eden Seminarian, Paul Witmer served as pastoral
intern withus in 1987 - 1988. The Rev. Carol Johnson
served as Interim Associate Pastor in 1988 - 1989.

On July 23, 1989, Rev. Susan Sickelka was called
to serve as a full time Associate Pastor as the church
prepared to begin its 151st year of worship and
service in Highland.

In January 1990, another "branch" of EVUCC
opened, Wee Care Day Care became operational.
The program was designed for families whose par-
ents work and require an alternative care for their
young children.

In loving memory of the pioneers and all the
faithful people who made possible this history of 150
years, the congregation today looks forward with
praise and thanksgiving, confident that the grace of
God will go with all.




FAITH WORKS
TOGETHER THROUGH CHRIST

PRAISE GOD
with all that you have
and in all you do
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CHRIST INVITES YOU TO WORK
TOGETHER AND REJOICE IN HIS LOVE

"The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want."

-- Psalm 23: 1
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OUR YOUTH ...
GROWING STRONGER & HIGHER IN CHRIST
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CHRIST INVITES YOU TO
CELEBRATE YOUR FAITH

"Trust in the Lord
with all your heart,
And lean not on

your own understanding;
In all your ways
acknowledge Him;
And He shall direct

your paths."

-- Proverbs 3: 5 -6
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CHRIST INVITES YOU TO
SHARE YOUR FAITH

dis

AMANDA B Ji1L BB

JOHN MICHAEL K i
KELLY ALISON ¢
JUSTIN TARA B
TERI ANGELA |

"Jesus answered and said to him.
'Most assuredly,

[ say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh,
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Do not marvel that I said to you,

You must be born again.""
--John3:5-7
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CONFIRMATION

w

BE
FAITHFUL i

WENDY ELANA |
GARY MICHAEL S |
AMANDA J DIANE
JESSICA SHELLY |
LAURA BRICE |




CHRIST INVITES
YOU TO LOVE
ONE ANOTHER

MOTHER
AND
DAUGHTER
BANQUET

"And the angel said to her,
"Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found
favor with God.

And behold, you will conceive
in your womb
and bring forth a Son,
and shall call His name Jesus."
-- Luke 1:30-31
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WEE CARE
DAY CARE

"Let the children come to me

and do not stop them ..."
Matthew 19:14
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Duane Bellm

David & Marie Bimes Richard Blake
& Vicky & Aaron

\

Marvin & Alice Bleisch

Jay & Cathy Boulanger Richard & Dolores Braswell Bernice Bromniec




Mary Beth Broughton Ray & Barbara Brown,
Kevin & David

Vera Brown
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Duane Casper Dwain & Martha Chapman Eldon & Teri Clayton
& John & Nathan Rueter & Shauna




Terry & Vicki Clayton

Paul "Benji" & Cristal Dehner,
Paul, Jr. & Andrea

Ruth DeLay

g &
Anda Donnelly
& Shirley Flath & Marlene Scholl
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Linda Collman

Clarence & Dorothy Deibert

Donald & Iona Diesen
& Tammy
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Coreen Driemeyer

Virginia Dapkus

Cleda Deibert

Rick & Tina Diesen,
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John & Diane Driemeyer
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