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Keith A. Karau, Senior Pastor

Susan Sickelka, Associate Pastor

Dorothy Niggli, Administrative Assistant to Pastor
Audrey Deeren, Director of Music Ministries
Marilyn McCall, Director of Educational Ministries
Sue Holtgrave, Secretary

Nancy Krauss, Organist

Morris Moser and Ernie Lange, Custodians
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The friendly smiles of our staff...they are ready to
serve.
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[t's the people...
that make up our church
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OUR CHURCH
FAMILY
WORKING
TOGETHER
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“Let the children come
to me and do not

stop them...
Matt. 19:14
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Youth...

Our
[eadership

of
Tomorrow
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WORK FOR CHRIST
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HISTORY OF EVANGELICAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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time establishing contacts in New York with American Home Missionary Socie-
ty and the American Board for Foreign Missions, predecessors to our United
Church Board for Homeland and World Ministries. It was their calling and
financial support that allowed him to begin churches like ours.

Today the United Church of Christ combines the Evangelical Synod and
those early New England Congregationalist, who brought them to us. The
Evangelical United Church of Christ owes its beginning to both strains of our
denomination.

In May 1843, the people of the community decided to construct a building
on lots 8, 9, and 10 in block 4 presently 1013 Ninth St. This limestone building
(twenty by forty feet) was used by the church on Sundays and by the school
the remainder of the week. Because of the large debt incurred (325.00) and
the inability to raise the needed funds, the building was sold the the school.
The school kept it for only a few months, and in 1850 deeded it back to the
church. The church was named the “German Evangelical Church” and later,
around 1850, renamed the “Allgemeine Christiche Kirche” (a church of Chris-
tians of all denominations.)

The pastors who served during the period, 1843 to 1867, were many,
most of them serving for only short periods of time.

On Easter Sunday 1867, the Rev. John Metelmann, the thirteenth pastor
of the congregation, began his pastorate and remained for twelve
years. Following him was the Rev. R. Rentschler, who served
eight years. During Rentschler’'s term, many of the church
organizations had their beginnings. One was the church choir,
“Eintracht”. Another was the “Frauenverein” (Ladies Aid Society,
now called Women’s Guild). This was the group of women who
realized that a home for the aged should become a reality. From
this vision and through their efforts materialized the Highland
Home, which was at first church sponsored but is now a com-
munity home, the forerunner of present day assisted living. The
membership of the church also increased, and 1878 a second
church building was erected on the same site as the first church,

In 1839 religious services were
held in a schoolhouse on what was
known as “Methodist Hill”, the nor-
thwest corner of 13th and Zschokke
streets. There were no ministers
available to lead services but shortly
thereafter, in 1840, a circuit-riding
pastor, Joseph Rieger arrived to lead
the German speaking people in wor-
ship and sacrament. Like other mis-
sionary pastors in the area, he helped
to found a number of churches in
Missouri and Illinois. In that same year
he was instrumental in calling 2 meeting

- which began the Evangelical Synod.

His story and ours is interesting
because New England Congrega-
tionalists from Connecticut had asked

~ the Basel Missionary Society to send

missionaries to serve among the
German-Swiss immigrants on the fron-
tier. Joseph Rieger was one of the first
two of 158 who eventually came to
America. Arriving in 1836, he spent




but in the course of the years following, proved to be inade-
quate for the needs of a growing congregation and large
numbers of Sunday School students.

Due to the efforts and leadership of Rev. C.E. Miche, who
assumed the pastorate in 1916, plans were made in 1920 to
remodel the church building and erect a Bible School addition.
Ground was broken on April 13, 1921, and the remodeled
structure was dedicated to the service of God on November
6, 1921. His daughter, Miss Frieda, was director of all the choirs
and served as organist and superintendent of the Sunday
School.

In 1929, the church became a member of the Evangelical
Synod of North America.

After completing a successful ministry of fifteen years,
Pastor Miche resigned. On October 1, 1931, The Rev. Otto
C. Bassler became the pastor, and proved to be an excellent
successor to Rev. Miche. Rev. Bassler moved into the par-
sonage with Irma, his wife, and twin daughters, Inez and Ellen.
In December 1932, a son, Otto Jr. was born to the Basslers.
Under his pastorate, membership continued to increase and
church activities expanded. Both Rev. and Mrs. Bassler were
active in youth work, organizing the Malico and Lawolo
Fellowships and the Joy Club. Summer Daily Vacation Bible
School was started at this time. Sessions were held for two
weeks and ended with an outdoor pageant, followed by an ice
cream social.

in 1934, The Evangelical Synod of North America and the
Reformed Church in the U.S. entered into a merger and
became the Evangelical and Reformed Church, which made
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our church a part of a larger body. Again the name of the Church was changed and we became the “E & R” Church.
Because of increased membership, plans were made in 1934 to further enlarge the building. A large addition on
the east side of the building was then erected. This wing contained a chapel, Bible School rooms, and a large basement

dining hall. Dedication of the church was held on May 5, 1935.

It was during Rev. Bassler’s pastorate that the congregation celebrated the centennial of the Church on October 27th

to Nov. 3, 1940.

Rev. Bassler resigned his pastorate in Highland in December 1945, and in February, 1946, the Rev. Fred Allrich
family, which included his wife Mildred and daughters, Elaine, Barbara, and Dorothea, moved into the parsonage.
Pastor Allrich took part in many of the Synod appointments to committees and commitments and served one year

as President of the South II-
linois Synod. Because of his
close association with the
Synod, Rev. Allrich was in-
strumental in supporting the
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plans for the Hitz Memorial
Home and the New Athens
Home. Another one of his
goals was to establish the
Under Shepherd System in
our congregation. Mrs.
Allrich took a leadership
role in the youth activities.
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