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One of the joys in the life of a Christian is to join
with others in the celebration of God’s deathless love
for his people. “He calls us into his church to accept
the cost and the joy of discipleship,” says our United
Church of Christ Statement of Faith.

Among other things, what this means is that we have
DR. KENNETH MESLE been summoned into the church to love one another
and to support one another as persons. We belong to
each other even as also we belong to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This directory will help us to know each other a bit
better so that we might be enabled to share life with
each other more deeply. We are happy to commend it
for your use. It is one means we may use to
strengthen the fellowship of Christian love that is
Evangelical United Church of Christ.

Kenneth O. Mesle

PASTOR JOSEPH BETSCH W—

Minister of Education

Joseph M. Betsch
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Victor E. Langhorst
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PASTOR VICTOR LANGHORST
Minister of Visitation
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REV. R. J. RIEGER,
The first pastor, who served the congregation from

Nov. 8, 1840 to May 21, 1843

FIRST CHURCH — 1843



EVANGELICAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Highland, lllinois

The Evangelical United Church of Christ had its beginning in the year 1840, when the Rev. Joseph Rieger
came to Highland. Pastor Rieger was an itinerant minister, traveling from place to place serving the
Evangelical people in his circuit. He was an earnest, sincere and capable minister of the gospel who received
his scholastic education from the Basel Mission in Switzerland. He continued to serve the Highland
community until May of 1843. It was in this same year that the people of the community decided to build
a church building. A committee was chosen to purchase a site, (now known as 1013 Ninth Street), and a
stone building 20 x 40 feet was built. It was used by the church on Sundays and by the school the
remainder of the week. Because of the large debt incurred ($325.00), and the inability to raise the needed

funds, the building was sold to the school. The school kept it for only a few months, and in 1850 it was
deeded back to the church.

By this time the members of the congregation were desirous of having a local pastor and began selecting
ministers from the ranks of the so-called “Free-preachers”, which is to say, pastors not associated with any
particular church body. The pastors who served during this period, 1843 to 1867, were many, most of them

serving for only short periods of time.

On Easter Sunday, 1867, the Rev. John Metelmann, the thirteenth pastor of the congregation began his
pastorate and remained for twelve years. Following him was the Rev. R. Rentschler, who served eight years.
During Rentschler’s term, many of the church organizations had their beginning. One was the church choir,
“Eintracht”. Another was the “Frauen-Verein” (Ladies Aid Society, now called Women’s Guild). This was
the group of women who realized that a home for the aged should become a reality. From this vision and
through their efforts, materialized the Highland Home, which was at first church sponsored, but is now a
community home. The membership of the church also increased, and in 1878 a second church building was
erected on the same site as the first church, but in the course of years following, proved to be inadequate

for the needs of a growing congregation and large numbers of Sunday School students.
Due to the efforts and leadership of Rev. C. E. Miche, who assumed the pastorate in 1916, plans were made
in 1920 to remodel the church building and erect a Bible School addition. Ground was broken on April 13,

1921, and the remodeled structure was dedicated to the service of God on November 6, 1921.

In 1929, the church became a member of the Evangelical Synod of North America.



THIRD CHURCH — 1921

SECOND CHURCH — 1878

After completing a successful ministry of fifteen years, Pastor Miche resigned. On October 1, 1931, the
Rev. Otto C. Bassler became the pastor, and proved to be an excellent successor to Rev. Miche. Rev. Bassler
moved into the parsonage with Irma, his wife, and twin daughters, Inez and Ellen. In December, 1932, a

son, Otto, Jr., was born to the Basslers, and for the first time in over twenty years there was a newborn

baby in the parsonage.

During Rev. Bassler’s time the Sunday School elected to support a foreign missionary, and this project is
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still sponsored by the Bible School today.

Because of increased membership, plans were made in 1934 to further enlarge the building. A large addition

on the east side of the building was then erected. This wing contained a chapel, Bible School rooms and a

large basement dining hall.

Also in 1934, the Evangelical Synod of North America and the Reformed Church in the U. S. entered into a

merger and became the Evangelical and Reformed Church, which made our church a part of a larger body.

On June 6, 1943, two sons of the congregation were ordained to the Christian ministry. They were Glenn

Baumann, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Leo Baumann, and Lester Dresch, son of the late Mr. & Mrs. Fritz
Dresch.
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Rev. Bassler resigned his pastorate in Highland in December, 1945, and in February, 1946, the Rev. Fred
Allrich family, which included Mrs. Mildred, and daughters, Elaine, Barbara and Dorothea, moved into the

parsonage.

It should be noted that not only did our church membership increase, but according to the records at the
beginning of 1951, there were 501 children enrolled in our Sunday School. Although there was not perfect
attendance every Sunday, those who did attend, plus the teachers and helpers, caused very crowded
conditions during the Sunday School hour. An interesting side note to relate here is that some of the
classrooms had to be used twice every Sunday, with each group using the classroom 1/2 hour for their
lesson period, and the classes that were not in a classroom, met together in an assembly room. This
situation was, of course, very unfavorable and hampered the efforts of the dedicated teachers who were
endeavoring to teach religion to the children. About this time, a children’s choir was organized by Mrs. Lyle

Shimer.

Pastor Allrich took part in many of the Synod appointments to committees and commitments and served
one year as President of the South Illinois Synod. Because of his close assocation with the Synod, Rev.
Allrich was instrumental in supporting the plans for the Hitz Memorial Home and the New Athens Home.

Another one of his goals was to establish the Under Shepherd System in our congregation.

At the beginning of 1952, the need for more room to adequately carry out the functions of the church



became more acute, and a building committee was appointed to begin study on methods to relieve our
crowded situation. When the property on the corner of 8th and Pine Streets was offered for sale, this
committee suggested that the church purchase the lot and erect a parsonage thereon. It would then be
possible to use the old parsonage adjacent to the church for Sunday School classrooms. Since this seemed
to be such an excellent idea, a congregation meeting was called and it was voted to go ahead with the plan.

The new parsonage on 8th and Pine was completed in June, 1953, and dedicated on August 30, 1953.

Another son of the congregation, John C. Riggs, was ordained to the Christian ministry in 1953. John is the

son of Mrs. Louise Riggs and the late Arthur Riggs.

As the months went on, we continued to outgrow our facilities, even with the purchase of an additional
residence on the corner of 9th and Pine Streets, which was quickly converted into Sunday School rooms.
The building committee was then instructed to thoroughly investigate every possibility, which included
remodeling the present building, thereby expanding on the present site, or purchasing another site and

building an entirely new building.

In March of 1957, Pastor Allrich resigned and preached his farewell sermon on June 1, 1957.

In August, 1957, Pastor Victor H. Schoen, Edna and their two little boys, Douglas and David, moved into
the parsonage on 8th and Pine Streets. Grandma Hanna Schoen came along, too, as she helped in the move

from Cincinnati, Ohio, to Highland, and then returned to her home in Michigan.

Although short in stature, Pastor Schoen soon proved to be a whirlwind of action. From the very start of
his residence in Highland, he was involved in everything possible. He served on many committees for the
Illinois South Conference (the governing body for our area, formerly known as South Illinois Synod). He
worked continually to bring cooperation and harmony between the different religious groups in Highland,
striving for an ecumenical spirit. In 1960, he instituted the Dial-A-Devotion program, which is still being

continued.

At the annual meeting of the congregation in January of 1961, it was recommended by the building

committee that the church be re-located at a new site and a new building be erected.

In 1961, St. Paul Church of Jamestown was in need of a pastor, and knowing that Highland was seriously
considering an assistant pastor to work with Pastor Schoen, they had the following suggestion. If they
would pay a portion of the salary for the assistant, would it be possible for them to have him lead their
worship services every Sunday, with a minimum of pastoral duties, and the rest of his time would be
devoted to working in the Highland church. The church consistory at that time considered this a fair

arrangement, and so it was that we secured the services of Pastor Victor E. Langhorst. Pastor Langhorst,



Flora and Kenny, who was a junior high school student moved into the house at 2425 West Lake Drive,

where they still live. Pastor Langhorst retired in 1973, but continues to serve our congregation as Minister

of Visitation.

1962 was, indeed, a busy year. Our name became officially “The Evangelical United Church of Christ”’, and
our church seal is now imprinted thus. The building plans were beginning to be put into effect, as the
committees considered how to begin the jobs that had been authorized. None but those involved can possibly
know of the frustrations, heartaches and misunderstandings that strained relationships during that time. In
all sincerity, it must be said here that no church congregation anywhere could possibly have had more help,
more cooperation, and more attention to the best plans to the benefit of the most people than that which
was given by Pastor Victor H. Schoen, as he patiently gave so much of his time, energy and talent to this

huge project.

The dedication of a new building is an outstanding event in the life of every church, but the spirit and
willingness that was displayed by church members as they worked together to get our new building (the one
we are presently using) ready for occupancy cannot be overlooked. Never was a call issued for help but what
there were men, women and young people in ample numbers present to do the task at hand. This was truly
a demonstration of great love for the church. The building was dedicated on July 28, 1963. It represents

the effort of many persons.

Shortly after our new building was ready for occupancy, the church building on Ninth Street was sold to
the Lutheran denomination. In the addition to the church property, the Lutheran parish elected to purchase
the parsonage. Our congregation then proceeded with plans to build a new parsonage on the new church
property, and in April, 1964, the Schoen family moved into the new home at 2324 Poplar Street adjacent to

the new church. Thus the second phase of our building program was completed.

Because of his dedication and concern to always do the best job possible, Pastor Schoen suggested that our
church enter into an agreement with the local radio station to broadcast the worship service every Sunday
morning. This was, indeed, welcome news to the sick and shut-in of our congregation as well as countless

others.

Early in 1965, Phase three of the building program was to be completed. This was the construction of the
bell tower which was a free standing tower, especially built to accommodate the beautiful bells that had
hung since 1880 in the belfry of the 1878 church building on 9th Street. The bells were cast in St. Louis,
and Mr. Wannamacher of the Wannamacher Bell Ringers Co., who supervised the moving of the bells
assured us that they are some of the finest bells around. The bells were installed in the new tower with
electrically controlled ringers. Each bell can be rung separately, or they can all be rung together. While they

hung in the old church building, they were rung by young lads called “Bell Boys” whose job it was to



appear in the church tower every Saturday evening at 6 o’clock and also on Sunday morning, and assist the
church janitor in ringing the bells in a one, two, three order. Occasionally, one of the lads tugged a bit too
hard on the rope and the bell would overturn, so the janitor had to use a ladder to climb up into the belfry

to release it and put the bell back into position.

In the fall of 1965, we had a huge celebration recognizing the 125th Anniversary of our beginning as a
church in 1849. The formal legal organization followed ten years later, in 1850. In accordance with the
1965 celebration, members of the church attended dressed in the type of clothing worn during those earlier
years. A dinner and program was held in the church dining hall. Scenes of the past were dramatized, much

to the enjoyment of all who attended.

Our church was again honored to be able to claim another son of the congregation ordained to the

Christian ministry. Russell Landolt, son of Mr. & Mrs. Kermit Landolt was ordained on June 8, 1969.

For several years, students from Eden Seminary assisted our pastors in Christian education duties, on a
part-time basis, but the idea of employing a full time pastor as Minister of Christian Education was given
much consideration. The idea became a reality when Rev. Wayne Hoffman, of Brighton, Illinois, accepted a
call to move to Highland, and became our first Minister of Christian Education. He worked with the Youth
Fellowship and the Church School. Pastor Hoffman remained in Highland until the end of 1970, at which

time he resigned.

Another person to serve in that capacity was then sought, and in August, 1971, Pastor Joseph Betsch, wife,
Lou, Beth, Jeff, Peter and Molly moved to Highland from Xenia, Ohio. Pastor Joe assumed the
responsibilities of Minister of Christian Education. However, due to the resignation of Pastor Schoen in late

1974, both Pastor Joe and Pastor Langhorst had additional responsibilities during the interim period.

The Rev. Glenn Martensen, a retired pastor of Fenton, Missouri, agreed to serve as Interim Pastor and

conduct our Sunday morning worship services for the period November, 1974, to June, 1975.

Another service for our members which was initiated by Pastor Victor Schoen was the bus service. Many of

our members appreciate and avail themselves of this opportunity for transportation to the worship services.
The addition of hand bell choirs, organized in 1973, enriches the worship services.

We now have another candidate for the ministry in the person of David Schoen, son of Pastor Victor and

Edna Schoen, who is presently enrolled at Eden Seminary.

Also, we are proud to acknowledge that Mr. Paul Eaves, a former member of our congregation, has recently



been licensed as a Lay Minister and serves several churches in our conference.

On February 23, 1975, a call was extended to the Rev. Kenneth O. Mesle of Town and Country, Missouri,
to become our Senior Pastor. His pastorate began on June 1, 1975. Dr. Mesle’s family consists of Joy, his

wife, and Deborah, Jeanne, Kenneth and Drew.

One hundred twenty-five years is a long time, and we could not claim this span of years, were it not for the
missionary-minded Rev. Joseph Rieger, who rode his horse into our small community in 1840 and planted
the seeds of faith, ambition, courage and determination into the minds of those early Swiss settlers to
pursue their dream for a church they could call their very own. We look back with thanksgiving for the
many blessings received. We are indebted to pastors and teachers who have so faithfully served our

congregation. To the loyal members who have given so freely of their time, talent and financial support.

We look to the future also with thanksgiving and praise, for the Lord is good, and His truth shall endure
through the responsibility of the faithful. We go forward, confident that the same grace received in the past
will be ours in the years ahead as we continue to serve the Lord with gladness. May we close this church

history with the words from Frederick L. Hosmer’s hymn:

Forward through the ages
In unbroken line,

Move the faithful spirits
At the call divine.

PASTORS WHO HAVE SERVED THE CHURCH

e Rev. Mr. Joseph A. RICIET . . vov ws v o s v 6 v wisnio o s 5 o o s o s s s Nov. 8, 1840 to May, 1843
HHEIREVIME B, ROGIOMI & . . . . o0 v o oe v e v o oo o e b n e e e e e e June, 1843 to June, 1844
The Rev. Mr. H.R. Willmer . . . . . . ... ... ... ... . .. . ... ... April, 1845 to December, 1845
UBEMSEVEMENIIONIT - 505 = = = 5 5 5 5 0 m o te w5 o ok e ieie e e e e e e e January, 1846 to April, 1847
The Rev. Mr. Rheinike . . . . . . . . . . April, 1847 to June, 1848
The Rev. Mr. JacobMeyer . . . . . ... ... . . . . . . . April, 1849 to February, 1850
THE REeVEMEEMESt KTalse . . . . . . ot in v v o s e e e i e e June, 1850 to September, 1851
e REVEMESAUSETEPIGUE - & . . oo i e e s e e e November, 1851 to May, 1854
The Rev. Mr. John Miller' . . . . . . . . . . i e e e s e e e e One Month
PSRV IINIERR EPEIP . L M e 50 c i n s e e e e e e e h June, 1854 to January, 1856
No records for four (4) years

iEhe ReveNMERIoRn EICTMCRSINZET  &ooi v & wioivn o 5 5 60 o v o ol ol ioee o | December, 1859 to January, 1862
TheRev. Mr, NicholasSchuepbach . ... ............ 000w, January, 1863 to April, 1867
iEheitcevavcaloniMetelnann .. ; sue s o e e v e s s Se e L e s b e April, 1867 to April, 1879
e Bev Mr G RentSchler & o cooc om v v v weiomim oo ow s o nom oo April, 1879 to September, 1887

The Rev. Mr. F. Eschenfeld . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... . . . ... .. October, 1887 to October, 1888



The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
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CCRUMPE & o5 v v v o6 s ot ARERI RO October, 1888 to November, 1889

. Pedrollgen . .- . .. DRSNS LT ER AR L, February, 1890 to January, 1896
cPaulG. Gerber . - .. . i am e o s 0B el ER e January, 1896 to December, 1903
JJoMoeller oo ot L s e - - R February, 1904 to September, 1908
Al MAler - oo 5 - ¢ ¢ s 5 o e EEhe e R RS September, 1908 to September, 1916
JC.E.Miche .. ... . Sl R September, 1916 to October, 1931
OioC-Bassler -« o oL b sl ek o s R October, 1931 to December, 1945
F.C.Allrich . .... ... . ... .. i February, 1946 to June, 1957
.Victor H. Schoen : . s aus o mis s = b 2w comm. o8 August, 1957 to November, 1974

Kenneth (0 Nesle . e e e L Since June, 1975
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MYRTLE RUTZ VERNON HENSS JOAN SCHUETZ
Church Secretary Custodian Organist

JACK GRAMLICH MARGE CLAYTON
Choir Drector Choir Director
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CONSISTORY BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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SENIOR CHOIR

CHILDREN’'S CHOIR

YOUTH CHOIR

EUCC SMALL NOTES

GLOCKEN EIGHT HANDBELL CHOIR
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